INTRODUCTION
On 25 October 2016, a cast-bronze macehead was found in a meadow in the village of Papsaare, in Audru Rural Municipality, Pärnu County.
1 This was not simply a weapon, but truly a work of art, which was also a unique object, because maceheads with images of two human faces have not been found before in Estonia or the rest of Europe.
Viewed more broadly, the Papsaare find can be placed among the bronze and iron maceheads that were found in the countries of East, Southeast and Central Europe, as well as Scandinavia, and Great Britain, primarily from the 11 th to the 14 th century. The maceheads that have been found in many countries have been thoroughly analysed and various types have been identified. Therefore, a good overview The objective of this article is to analyse the macehead found in Papsaare in detail, to try and date it and discuss the initial function of the object.
THE APPEARANCE OF THE PAPSAARE MACEHEAD
The macehead under analysis cast from bronze. There are two images of human faces on the opposite sides of its centre section ( Fig. 1A-B) , and between them are hemispheres which are divided into six "leaves" (Fig. 1C-D) .
The height of the macehead is 5,2 cm and the maximum diameter across the human faces is 4,9 cm. The diameter of the shaft cavity is 1,35 cm from above ( Fig. 1E ) and about 1,65 cm from below ( Fig. 1F) . A part of the wooden shaft has been preserved in the shaft cavity. The initial weight of the macehead with the vestiges of wood in the inner cavity was 217 grams.
The faces clearly depict men. Since maceheads were used as weapons, then the parts of the men's faces that protrude, like the forehead, nose and chin, which were used for striking blows, have been damaged. The raised hemispheres between the faces on the sides of the macehead are separated into "leaves" by curved grooves. These six-leaved hemispheres are unique, because until now, none of the maceheads that have been found elsewhere include such an element.
Since this is an artistic object from the Middle Ages, one might assume that its ornamentation was inspired by Christian symbols. But unfortunately, it is impossible to suggest any clearly recognisable interpretations. The meaning of the six-leaved hemispheres between the faces is also difficult to explain. At first glance, they are somewhat reminiscent of flowers, but perhaps they are cloverleaves?
Looking down on the Papsaare macehead, the rusted remnants of nails are visible in the middle of the wooden shaft (Fig. 1E ). Probably, a nail was driven into the wooden shaft from above to help secure the macehead to the shaft. Since, traces of rust also appear on the upper edge of the macehead, the diameter of the nail head made have been quite large, or maybe even artistically forged? Unfortunately, it has totally rusted away.
The initial metallographic analysis of the surface of the Papsaare macehead indicated the presence of noteworthy quantities of tin and 14 It is not impossible that the macehead was initially coated with a layer of tin and lead, and therefore, may even have shone like silver.
The discovery site in the village of Papsaare is in the vicinity of an old road. This was an important road that started in the south, at least as far south as Riga, and continued north along the seaside. It was used to travel to North-Estonia, West-Estonia and Saaremaa Island.
MACEHEADS WITH IMAGES OF HUMAN FACES FROM NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES
One macehead from Sweden and another from Norway, both with the image of a man's face, are somewhat similar to the Papsaare find. Previously, the macehead found in Örekilsälven, in Bohuslän County, Sweden, was thought to originate from either the Bronze Age or the modern era (Fig. 2) . 15 The macehead discovered in Norway, in the Sandviken district of Bergen, has the face of a sneering man on one side (Fig. 3A-B) . Nowadays, it is possible to date the maceheads from Sweden and Norway more precisely. The ornamentation resembling knuckles, knops, and rope on the backs of both examples is most similar to the macehead categorised as types III and IV by Anatoli Kirpitšnikov, which are found in Russia. 17 Single examples of similar objects have also been found in other countries, and in Estonia, this type is represented by the macehead found in Hargla.
18 Since, the same type of maceheads have also been found in Sweden and Norway, 19 it can be assumed that the examples with men's faces that are under examination may have originated from the same time period, i.e. from the 2 nd half of the 12 th century to the 13 th century. In addition to the maceheads with two images of men's faces, an example has been found in Finby, on the Åland Islands, which has two full-length human figures (Fig. 4) . This figure of a cleric or saint has his right hand raised, and his left hand is holding a book (scriptures) with the image of an X on the cover.
Matts Dreijer, who worked as an archaeologist for a long time on the Åland Islands, has written an article about the Finby macehead.
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Since the X-shaped cross is associated primarily with St Andrew, who was honoured most in medieval Byzantium, but also in Russia, he considered the macehead to be in the so-called 'Byzantine style'.
17 Кирпичников, "Древнерусское оружие, 2. Копья, сулицы, боевые топоры, булавы, кистени IX-XIII вв", 51-54, plate XXVI: 1-4; XXVII: 1-7; XXIX: 1-3. 
A WEAPON OR A SYMBOL OF POWER?
Archaeologists and weapons historians believe that maces with bronze or iron heads that were popular between the 11 th and 14 th centuries were often used as weapons. For example, the 13 th century chronicles that deal with the Crusades in the Baltic countries mention the local people using maces as weapons.
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Several weapons researchers have suggested that some of the maces may have been symbols of power that indicated a higher status. Several medieval works of art from various countries also allude to this possibility. 27 This opinion might also be supported by that fact, compared to other weapons, such as spearheads, battleaxes and swords, the metal maceheads are relatively rare between the 11 th and 14 th centuries in many European countries. The discovery contexts of the three maceheads resembling cubes with faceted corners that have been found in Estonia allude to the possibility that they were not only weapons but may also be been symbols of power for certain people of a higher status. 28 We also see one such mace in a sculptural group in the Karja Church on Saaremaa Island (Fig. 5) , which it has been suggested was produced between 1262 and 1285. 29 Art historians believe that a legend associated with St Nicholas is depicted on it, according to which St Nicholas returned a youth, who had been kidnapped to be a wine pourer, back to a pagan noble. 30 Since, in the 13 th century, Estonian parents on Saaremaa had sons who were being held as hostage by the Crusaders, the "maceman" that is depicted may also be a local noble whose child was brought back from abroad. Actually, Dreijer does not even call it a macehead, but a sceptre that belonged to Archbishop Unni of Bremen. It is known that Unni died on 17 September 936 in Birka. Dreijer, who was a great Åland Islands patriot, suggested that Birka was not even located in Sweden, but actually on the Åland Islands, and he thought that this macehead was initially located on Unni's grave. 21 However, the majority of historians and archaeologists are convinced that Birka was located in Sweden on an island in Lake Mälar, and therefore, it is not believable that the macehead found in Finby could be associated with Archbishop Unni.
The maceheads produced and used in Byzantium only have various knops, spikes or ribs on all sides, but no figures. 22 The examples that are most similar can be found among the maceheads from Bulgaria. 23 The maceheads discovered in Russia also have sharp corners, protruding spikes, knops and ribs; and some also have geometric ornamental elements, but not images of human faces or human figures.
In order to ascertain the origin of the Finby macehead, I would like to focus on the details found on this find. It only has three rows of unusual slightly curved knops in the upper portion, which are not encountered, for instance, on the maceheads in Byzantium or Russia. Some maceheads which are similar in shape, and also have their lower portions decorated, but with spiral ornamentation, come from Poland, the Czech Republic and Germany. 24 A very fancy example comes from Ahtenry, in Gallway, Ireland, which has beautifully designed columns under the knops and plant ornamentation on the lower portion.
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Based on its general appearance and the decorative elements, the Finby macehead can, first of all, be dated back to the second half of the 12 th century or the 13 th century. This object was probably associated with Christianization or even the Crusades.
21 Dreijer, "Sundsklubban -nod till korsatav", 47.
22 Raffaele D'Amato, "Σιδηροράβδιον, βαρδούκιον, ματζούκιον, κορύνη: The war-mace of Byzantium, the 9 th -15 th c. AD. New evidences from the Balkans in the collection of the World Museum of Man, Florida", Acta Militaria Mediaevalia, VII (Kraków, Rzeszów, Sanok, 2011), 7-48. produced either at the end of the 12 th century or in the 13 th century. Although very few maceheads with men's faces and human figures have been found, three of the four examples come from the Baltic Sea countries, and the Papsaare macehead was apparently also produced in this area.
This macehead may have belonged to a highborn noble or a military commander, and been used primarily as a symbol of power. Since the mace's cavity is only 1,35 to 1,65 cm in diameter, the shaft that would fit could easily break if used to deliver a blow. Of course, it could be used as a weapon if necessary. And it was probably used as a weapon to deliver the last blow. It is possible that the opponent had a strong helmet or the macehead struck the edge of shield, which resulted in the wooden shaft, and the lower part of the macehead pipe, shattering. The small macehead fell into the snow or grass, and was very difficult to find. 
SUMMARY
The article provides a survey of an archaeological find from 2016 -a macehead of moulded bronze found in the village of Papsaare in Pärnu County. Human faces are depicted on two opposite side of the middle section with hemispheres between them that are separated by grooves into six "leaves".
Maceheads with images of humans are extremely rare in Europe. Until now, only one macehead with a man's face was known to exist from Sweden, and another from Norway. A macehead with the full figures of two clerics was found in Finby, on the Åland Islands. The Papsaare macehead was apparently produced in the second half of the 12 th century or the 13 th century somewhere in northern Europe. It was probably the power symbol of a noble or military leader, which could also be used as a weapon if necessary. 
CV
Ain Mäesalu (b. 1955 ) is an archaeologist, who has worked for 33 years as a lecturer on archaeology at the University of Tartu. He had dealt with the archaeological research of Estonia's medieval castles and the city of Tartu, and written numerous articles on medieval weaponry.
